Johnna:

Okay. So my name is Johnna Ossie, J O H N N A O S S I E, and If you
could say your name and spell it.

Lois:

My name is Lois Galagay Reckitt. L O I S. Middle name is, my birth name,
G A L A G Y, and then R E C K I T T.

Johnna:

Great. And today is Monday, December 10th. We're in Lois' home in South
Portland. And before we start, I just want to remind you that you don't have
to answer any question you don't want to

Lois:

Okay.

Johnna:

And that you can stop the interview at any time for any reason. It should
take between 60 and 90 minutes and if we run out of time, we can just
schedule a follow up, if you would like to. Okay. Can you tell me where
you were born?

Lois:

Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Johnna:

And is that where you grew up?

Lois:

I grew up there my first seven years, and then we moved to Watertown,
which is where I went to junior high and high school. And then I went to
college in Waltham, Massachusetts, at Brandeis and then, then I went to
graduate school at Boston University in Boston. And, but I was a [summer]
person in Maine my whole life back when poor people could still do that.
And, so my mom used to take in sewing all year so that we could raise
enough money to rent our little cottage in the summer. So, I told her when I
was seven that I wanted to move here and she suggested I wait until I grow
up. So the day I got out of graduate school, I cleverly arranged to marry a
guy who was in the Coast Guard stationed in South Portland and that's all
she wrote here.

Johnna:

Wow.

Lois:

Well, except for getting rid of him, I mean.

Johnna:

So you already, you already told me before the recorder was on that you
don't have any siblings-

Lois:

Right, I don't.

Johnna:

So, it was you and your parents?

Lois:

Yeah. Yeah. Not a particularly happy marriage. They were of the era that
stayed together for the sake of the child. That'd be me. And, and I sort of
wished they hadn't, but they did. So they, they got divorced when I was in,
actually was after I was out of college, they separated while I was in
college. So we got divorced at the same time. My parents and me. Not from
each other, from, from other people. But they, divorce is very slow and
Massachusetts, so they started before me, but I finished before that. So, but
I also married another time because I'm a slow learner and, and somewhere
in that second marriage is when I figured out I was a lesbian and so didn't
seem right to stay married cause that wasn't who I was. But, so I'm now
married but to a woman.

Johnna:

So when you were younger, you didn't have any inkling that you might be a
lesbian?

Lois:

No, not one clue. You know, I came from an era when nobody talked about
it. I didn't even know gay people existed. There were none in my life. Turns
out there were, but of course, I didn't know that.

Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

And until afterwards, I think I had a great uncle who was gay, I'm pretty
certain, but I, you know, it's just nobody ever talked about it. But you
know, he lived with the guy in New York for his whole life practically
when he wasn't, not on the cruise ship or a decorating Radio City, which he
did. So, and there were family friends and so forth, but I never knew they
were gay until after I was an adult.

Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

My first, recognition of even knowing anybody gay was when I was in
college. So when I went to college between 1962 and 1966.

Johnna:

So did you have friends that were gay in college or

Lois:

No, not really-

Johnna:

just people around you that you-

Lois:

Yeah, well, no, it was mostly, it was people in, outside of the college arena
and, family friends and so forth that I finally figured out, sort of.

Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

But I didn't really figure out about myself until I was, I don't know, till I
was long into the women's movement.

Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

And so I always say I was really lucky because I didn't have to think there
was something wrong with me. Or, you know, or I was ill or any of that
stuff. Yeah. I just wasn't in my consciousness until the women's movement.
And then when I joined the women's movement and became active, then I
clearly met lesbians and were friends with them and so forth. And that's
when I began to figure out, gee, maybe you did miss the boat here back
aways. So, so I didn't come out till I was 33, I think. I think it was 33.

Johnna:

And did you come out in your marriage and then get divorced or?

Lois:

Well I, you know, my, my second husband [redacted] at the time he would
consider himself a feminist. We used to do workshops on feminist marriage
and yada da da da. So when I figured out, figured myself out, I said, well
this isn't right. I have to tell him, he's not a bad guy, he didn't do anything.
So I told him and that was a major mistake that my friends told me I never
should do. And I did anyway cause it seemed like the ethical thing to do. So
he blackmailed me during the divorce. So in order to not lose my job and
my house and all of those sorts of things, I paid him. And, so that was a
nasty time.

Johnna:

Wow.

Lois:

But, but I was free and I bought the house we're sitting in with my first
husband and, I think like most women of my era who grew up in the fifties
and sixties, I, I was a very clever manipulator and I managed to convince
him at the end of the marriage, as he was dating somebody else [Redacted].
So I eventually paid him for his equity in the house. And, here I am, along
with every dollar I ever made, which is in the house, too, but, so it worked
out well for me.
My, my second husband, part of what I had to pay him for was because
there's a provision in the law or it was at that time that, you know, how
there's alimony and stuff like that for, for women. There's a, there's a
complementary law around men. And so I owed him for, I can't remember
what percentage of value of this house that he had never paid a dime for or
paid a dime into in the two and a half years we were married. So that was
part of the rationale for having to pay him. So I paid him I think three or 4
thousand dollars when we divorced and to get out. So, and never looked
back after that. So.

Johnna:

What year was that?

Lois:

That was in, I got divorced the first time in, in 1973. And then I got married
again in '74 and divorced in '76. When I got married in 1973, '74, I was the
first woman to get married in Maine and not change her name.

Johnna:

Wow.

Lois:

There had been one other woman at one of the Mills' family actually that
had been married and decided to change her name back and had to go to
court to do that. But I knew from working in the movement around the
country for women to not change their names unless they wanted to, that I
didn't have to go to court. I just had to change my name or not change my
name and be consistent and not fraudulent. And that was that. So I
discovered, because I had worked in the polls and elections to make a little
money for, I don't know, many years, decades. But at that time, it was only
a few years, I happened to be working at the polls and saw that I had been
taken off the list when I got married to my second husband. And I ended
up, I had gone to city hall with the Civil Liberties Union from Maine with a
ruling from the attorney general at the time, I don't remember who it was
saying that I had a right to not change my name. And so that's what I did.
And all has been fine since, but so that was the, that was the, that piece of
it.

Johnna:

Wow.

Lois:

The problem was that my, as I said, my parents were getting divorced the
same time I was, if I had changed back to my birth name, there were two
problems. One is my mother would have thought I was siding with my
father. And secondly, I had been Lois Reckitt from the day I got to Maine
and I saw no reason to try to change my identity five years in. So I just left
it.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

Just a pain to spell. But other than that. So was my birth name, so.

Johnna:

So what year was it when you came out totally?

Lois:

I think it was that, it was 1976 that, I was still married when I figured this
out and came out. I came out in I think November of that year. So, and then
I got divorced I think in February of the next or so, it's- fairly quickly.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

I came out with a, a woman who was at the time the -I was the, the, my
career in the women's movement is, starts in 1971. And, which is when we
founded the first National Organization for Women chapter in Maine. And I
was the first treasurer because it didn't seem like much work. And I was
continuously in office for until 1987 after that. So a long time, a lot of
work. But at the time that I came out, I was the, I was the regional director
for the eastern region, which is, was all of the country down to Delaware
and over into Pennsylvania. And so I actually came out at a NOW
conference in, in November of '76 with a woman who was at the time the,
the state coordinator for Massachusetts. Cause I had fallen in love with her.
And it was interesting to me cause I had known Sonia Johnson who was a
Mormon equal rights amendment activist. And she always described her
experience of figuring out that that was the right thing. She talks about
cause her min- her preachers, you know, were always railing against it. And
so she had all these things that were sort of, she describes it as a scattering
of paper, everywhere in her life. And all of a sudden one day it dawned on
her that this was right and the preacher was wrong. And she said, it was
like, it's where I learned the word epiphany, she like, one day she said, it's
like my whole file cabinet just filed itself, you know, when I figured out
what was right. And that's what I feel like happened to me when I fell in
love with Martie is that I, you know, my, my whole life's file cabinet
straightened out.

Johnna:

Wow.

Lois:

Trouble was I was still married and she was partnered. So that's a little
complicated. But, and it wasn't a longterm relationship, but, but I've always
been grateful for her kindness, and the circumstances.

Johnna:

Yeah. Can you tell me about starting the first NOW chapter in Maine?

Lois:

At the time, the, the newly elected president of NOW, a woman named
Wilma Scott Heidi, since deceased, from Pittsburgh, came up to speak at
the, actually she spoke at the USM, or UMPG at the time, and what she did
was she did this speech where she talked about the conditions of women
and men in the world, and she changed the sexes, I mean, and I always
remember her saying there were only two jobs that women couldn't do. One
was, or that couldn't be done oppositely by men and women. One was
women could not be sperm, sperm donors and men could not be wet nurses.
And other than that, there was no reason to have a bon- what was called a
bonafide occupational qualification for a job because everything else you
could do any of the direction.

So, and I just, I was just really struck by her strength and her, just
her wisdom and what besides, so the next day we had a meeting, I was
working at the YWCA at the time and we had a meeting at the YWCA to
just to think about whether or not we want to form a NOW chapter. And 10
of us were there cause we thought we had to have 10, but we didn't really.
But we, that's what we thought that day. And so I volunteered to be
treasurer as I said, because it didn't seem like much work. And, so that
started my career and I was treasurer for a year and then I was the chapter
president for a couple and then I was the state coordinator for three. And
then I was on the national board for a long time and eventually ended my
NOW career as the national executive vice president, which I did in
Washington DC for four years in the mid eighties.
But that was also the period, that whole period of time is also when I
was in a, I was, what year, I think my, the person, I, the woman I was in a
stable longterm relationship with about five or six years in, which is
longterm for lesbians at the time. But anyway, the… anyway, Kate and I
were together from ’77 until we broke up when we get to DC so ’77 to ’84,
in that period. But she was a gay activist nationally with the gay rights
national lobby. And she was the national board president for them and was
very friendly with a new man named Steven Endean, who was the founder
of the Human Rights Campaign Fund. And when he was getting ready to do
that, he was looking for people to be on the first board of directors
nationally. And because he knew Kate cause he was with GRNL, Gay
Rights National Lobby. I think he was the head of that at the time. I can't
remember. But he asked Kate to talk to me. So I agreed to be on the first
board of the Human Rights Campaign Fund in 1980. And I stayed on that
board until I was actually the president of the board and in '83 to '84. And
then when I went to work at NOW in Washington, I had to step down as a,
as the board president of that organization. And, but I've been a member
ever since 1980 and have off and on done stuff with them over the years,
but they've grown like, whoa. It's really, when you think about the, I don't
know, 10, 12 of us that started it. It's really pretty astounding. And I was the
deputy director there when I left NOW for a year, year and a half before I
came home, when I went to Washington in 1984, I always knew I was
coming home. It was only a matter of how long it was going to be and
cause I was in an elected position and I knew I'd be coming home either in,
in '84 or, let’s see, '85 or '87. But, anyway, so, but that, that was my, so I
was the deputy director at Human Rights Campaign for a year or so. And
my job really was to, in part, in my head my job was to get the place stable
and also figure out a way that my job was eliminated. I was unemployed for
a year after I got home, which was difficult because, I didn't, I came home,
I think $10,000 in debt as opposed to, you know, the salaries were not what

they, I mean, my, my salary as the executive vice president of now and in
the 80s was $45,000 a year. And the, I managed to keep this house. I had a
friend who, who moved in and, but all she paid me was the, and all I asked
her to pay me was the real estate taxes and the, and the mor- and the
mortgage, which was not much so, but I came home to the house and was
able to leave a lot of my stuff here. And she's a good friend still. So, she's
also an ex, but it was not a longterm thing. Good people.
So anyway, that's the short version of my, but the neat thing was in
the, while I was on the campaign fund board I was involved with a national
conclave of huge gay rights leaders in the country. And we had a
conference, I think in Maryland. I can't remember the exact location. I'd
have to look at my journals to figure it out. But, and I remember Michael
Callan was there. Who was an amazing gay singer who died of AIDS and
as did most of the members of the board that I served with very hard time.
And, and, but that was the weekend that we, we thought up National
Coming Out Day. So, so that it was, I know it was the weekend of the
Olympics, so it must've been February because of the, I remember that we
were all cheering at the bar for the woman who fell at the end and lost the
gold medal in skating. But, but it was, it was a special time.
I was arrested twice while I was in DC. Once, once, with NOW at
the South African embassy protesting apartheid. And the second time was
an AIDS protest in front of the White House. There were 56 of us arrested,
I think that day. And it was because the president never said the word
AIDS. Reagan was such a ditz. Anyway, but, he, so I got arrested for, the
citation said for disorderly incommoding, which really in front of the White
House now, which really sounds like you took a poop in the street, but
that's not really what it was. It was that we laid down, we sat down and
wouldn't get up. And cause it was a gay protest, the guys had brought carpet
squares so we wouldn't get our clothes dirty, the women, we were just
ready to sit on the street. But anyway, and so I was at, there were 11
women arrested that day. I was actually the first woman arrested by the
police in the country with the infamous yellow latex gloves, rubber gloves.
Playtex rubber gloves. Because they thought we were going to get AIDS.

Lois:

Anyway, so what's, what was fascinating to me that day in the jail is that
they put all the women in one cell and all the men and the other. Now this
was a gay protest and that didn't make much sense to me. But anyway, so I
was in the, in the women's cell with the likes of Jean O'Leary and I can't

remember the other people that were, that were there, but, was quite the
day. I was a lot younger then. The other piece that I skipped over, and
ought not to have, is that, because it's a piece of history that doesn't get told
much, is the very beginning of the first gay rights bill in Maine, which
happened at a NOW conference in 1976. In my friend Lucy Harrington's
living room in Edgecomb, Maine and, or Newcastle, they fight about what
the name of the town is. But it was our annual conference and we were
talking about our priorities for the next year. And I was the outgoing
president at that point. And the, you know, we're talking about things that
people, you know, never had the chutzpah to do. And so we, you know, we
said, really, who is going to put a gay rights bill? And if we, if we don't, I
mean there's nobody seems to be on the verge of anything, anything of the
sort. It was a priority for NOW to deal with lesbian rights. And, and we
were all committed to it, but we didn't quite know how to proceed. And so
we said, well, we'd go to the legislature and that's what we'll do. So we did.
And from that conference, and we made it a priority for NOW in the state.
And then we set out to find cosponsors. And so, Jerry Talbot, who's still
living in Portland, whose daughter's now, actually the last two years, sat
next to me in the state legislature, which was really kind of fun and who I
taught to swim when she was nine. But anyway, the, so he, and, Larry
Conley who’s deceased who’s Jesse Conley's father, who's the head of
Chellie Pingree's office. He might be her chief of staff altogether, but he's at
least the head of the Portland operation. Anyway. He, so the two of them,
were the only ones, they agreed to go sponsor. And we set about to have
the, he and I just turned over this week to Susie Bock, Bock at the library at
USM cause I happened to just find along with the last two and a half boxes
of papers. The actual map that we did of the places in Maine where we had
supporters for gay rights that we put in front of the podium at the hearing.
So the, the legislator/legislators would have to look at all the places in
Maine and we had signatures from and I just, it was in the of a closet in the
back. I mean, I just happened to find it. So Susie took custody on, last
week, and so I think she's going to digitize it. But, and at the moment it's a
giant poster board, hand drawn map of Maine, hand written all of the places
and from all the way up to Fort Kent and down. So, anyway, so that’s, that's
how the first gay rights bill started. First hearings were 19, in 1977. And we
worked with a small group of other folks to pull it together. We had I think
really four groups involved, now Maine Lesbian Feminists, which is what
my ex Kate was involved in. And the MCLU, and I think it's the - God I've
forgotten the name, but it was essentially the gay men and lesbian
connected organization at the time whose name is flown out of my head
right this minute. But it was Peter Prizer was one of the lead lobbyist on the
bill. And he was the, he was the gay face of the campaign and I was the
straight spokesperson for the campaign. And in the middle of after having

been designated the straight spokesperson for the campaign, it was in that
period of time that I came out.
Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

And so I remember being in Susan, anyway, I remember being in one of the
activists kitchens, a bunch of us figuring out what we're doing, and all that
stuff. And I said, Peter, I have to talk to you. So I took out in the back
porch, I said Peter there's a problem here. So I told him I had come out and
then we tried to figure what I was going to do and we chose to keep me in
the closet for the campaign cause it was in the middle of the campaign and
it was like, it's not like we're trying to deceive people, it's just that I didn't
even know when we started. So, anyway, so we chose to leave me as the
straight spokesperson for the campaign and he was the gay spokesperson,
so it was kind of a trip. But, and then we revolved off and on for a long
time. I know the, I don't remember it was the second campaign or the third,
but one point I came out at the hearing and which, you know, was, I mean,
now it's no big deal, you know, but well, it's still a big deal for some, but it's
not like it used to be.
I mean, when I went up to the legislature this year, I think it's hard to
tell exactly how many GLBT folks are in the legislature, but there's at least
five gay men and two lesbians that I'm aware of, or at least in the last two
years. I don't know about this year's, I haven't checked everybody out, but,
and it was, but of course that was, you know, we had suspicions about
people but nobody knew for sure. And I don't think there, if there was
anybody it was a closeted guy. Like not so closeted that the doors was, you
know, cemented shut kind of closet. So, it was a matter of letting the
legislature see real people. For myself, When I got elected two years ago, I
said to myself, all right, this is it. I'm not going to fool around with this
thing. I mean, most people in the state anyway that had any reason to know
or care about it knew already. So it's only the, the conservative, you know,
hard liners that maybe don't, and so what do I care? So, but the hard part for
me was not the coming out cause I, cause I'm just out, I haven't been for a
long time. It was the fact that I'd gotten married five years ago and after it
was legal, we'd been together for, I don't know, we don't know how long,
15, something like that. But it's hard to keep track when you don't, when
you're not able to have a date, you know, I mean, I now know we got
married in May 13th in 2013, but I have no idea when we fell in love. I
mean, I can tell you the places, but I have no idea when, if I don't look at
my journals. And so, anyway, so I said, you know, I'm just going to be me.
So I'm off on a legislative bus tour when I first started and I'm with these
two Republican women, one very conservative from western Maine, one

from Washington county. And I just got chatting, you know, cause I'm a
chatter and, I said, I'm really having some trouble. I said, because I got
married five years, well, three years ago at that time. And I said, and I just
can't get the word wife out of my mouth. I mean, it's just that we've been
partners my whole life, every person I was ever with was a partner. And
that's what I called them. And so for me to shift and make the word wife
come out of my mouth when I have spent a fair amount of my, well I didn't
say this part, but when I've spent a fair amount of my life fighting the
inequalities of marriage and blah, blah, blah, and the insanity of getting
married and you got to da da da da, I didn't say that part to them, but, but so
I have trouble saying the word wife. And so every time after that I'd start
talking about my partner and one of them would say, you mean your wife?
I said, yeah. So for two days on this bus tour, they corrected me every time
it came out of my mouth. And it's really funny because they weren't, I mean
they're not, you know, liberal women, but you know, they saw me as a
human being who had a wife and who had trouble getting the word out of
her mouth. And so it's, it's been fun. And one of my favorite moments of
the legislature was in the halls the second year. This big tall guy from
senator from Piscataquis County comes up to me and says, so I understand
your grandchildren live in my district, or some of your grandchildren are in
my district. And I said, yeah, they do, as a matter of fact, he says, where?
And I say Parkman. And he says, well, what's the name and you know,
blah, blah blah. And he knew the husband cause they, was a student and ya
da da da, knew the in-laws and yada da da da da. Anyway, so we're talking
for two or three minutes and he finally says to me, so, so Jason married
your daughter? And I said, no, actually. Jason married my wife's daughter.
And the look on his face was like, and he was trying not to react because,
you know, he was trying to be a decent guy about it, but it was just such a
shock to him cause he was in the other chamber and didn't have as much
interaction with me. So, didn't really know. So it was really funny. But, but
it's been, there are pieces of it have been difficult. Not, not flat out. I mean
people are not flat out homophobic up there to your face.
Johnna:

Mhmm.

Lois:

But there's, there's two or three people who are so conservative and so
religious that, religiously motivated I guess is the, that I'm sure they're not
happy about it, but, but I don't care.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

I am who I am. So, but it’s, it's been a trip. I, once in a while, when I think
about getting older and thinking about dying, that's a nasty thought, but,
and fortunately my relative, my female relatives had a tendency to live

really long lives. So I figure, even my mother with lung cancer made it to
84, so, so I got at least another 10 years, I'm hoping for another 20. So, but
you know, how could I fit in 20 more years, even everything I want to do.
But as you could see from my house, I couldn't finish reading all my books
if I started right now. People always say, man, how many of these have you
read? And I say, well, I probably about 40%, maybe 50, maybe 60. You
know, but you, sometimes you buy books because you're fascinated by the
topic, but you may not get further than the first chapter because that's the
intro tells you everything that is says.
I spent part of my life not being willing to not finish a book I started,
and about five or 10 years ago. I said, okay, let's get, get a grip. You don't
have that many years left. You should stop when you know what it says or
it's not so beautifully written that you want to keep going.
Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

Like right now, I don't know whether you have any interested in politics at
all, but Doris Kearns Goodman, I don't know if you know who she is. She's
a, she does commentary a lot on the television for Meet The Press and stuff
like that. But she's written a lot of presidential biographies, but she has just
published a book called, I always get it wrong. The title is something, it's a,
it's a, leadership is in the title, but it's a, and I have it in the other room, so
I'll tell you on the way out, but, but it's just an extraordinary, extraordinarily
well written piece of history. And she does a short profile of Abraham
Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, FDR and Johnson. And then goes back and talks
about the kernel moment, where their leadership skills really showed.
Lincoln was when he decided to do the Emancipation Proclamation. Teddy
Roosevelt was when he busted the coal strike at the, that was, you know,
driving down the economy. FDR was when depression was coming out and
LBJ is when Kennedy was shot and, and he moved his civil rights agenda.
So, but it was that the whole process was fascinating, but she's a wonderful
writer and there and I, so when I find a book like that I both want to inhale
it and I want to not read it so fast because I want to let it sink in. And I have
some novels that are like that, but not that, not as many. So I just wish there
were more time in the world, both for me and for the movement. So.

Johnna:

And then, you are such a busy person, you've done so much already and it's,
you're still so active.

Lois:

Yeah, I'm thankful for- I mean, my health is an issue for me, but I keep on
trucking. You know, I have MS, I've known since 1992. Although I'm
certain I had it before that, but I just didn't know. And my life has been
most impacted by both that and the fact that I fell off a Camel in Morocco

and busted my knee in 2001 and had to have it reconstructed and then
replaced. And so that’s, that's been a problem. So the combination of my
knee and the MS make me a little unbalanced on uneven ground. So I have
a cane a lot of the time and I just have sort of given up that I'm just going to
have it whenever I'm outside. And, but my mind, thank God, has stayed
sharp with the occasional losing a name for, for 30 seconds or three
minutes, but they still come back. But, sorry I just took off and left you
without a question.
Johnna:

I'm happy to just follow wherever you're leading. I do want to ask you how
you got involved in domestic violence advocacy.

Lois:

Interesting, well I, in retrospect it's because my parents were in a violent
relationship, but I didn't know that as a kid. And my mother never disclosed
until she was in her seventies, probably. And nothing in detail at that point.
I'm also an incest survivor from my dad, which was, has impacted my life
in a lot of ways. But anyway, the reason I bring that up is I'm trying to
show you why I was prime to do it. I was working at the YWCA for almost
10 years running the swimming pool and, the, you know, physical fitness
kind of programs. And then I ran the whole program, not the residential
side, but the rest of it. And the, they had sent me away for a training called,
leadership training for potential executives or something like that.
Wonderful training in, at Notre Dame - entirely women. Anyway, it was an
interesting thing. First Time I have a crashed a men's bathroom with a
bunch little old ladies. Like there's only women here we're going in this
bathroom, okay. This in the 70s. Anyways, so, when I was working there,
the, as part of my commitment at NOW, we had a task force working on
domestic violence and one of the things I did was to be part of the group
that distributed questionnaires all over the city at hairdressers and
laundromats and places where women tend to gather. And of course it's
more men at laundromats now, but back then women were at the
laundromats, but anyway, and to ask them questions about domestic
violence in their own lives. And we collected all the surveys and we used it
to try to bolster the case for having the first domestic violence shelter in
Portland and the, so we were involved in that piece. And then all that
happened, we didn't start it, but I mean, we were supportive. The, the
people who really started that were two women from USM actually, and,
and the Portland police. Because the Portland police were having trouble
because when they would, as they would call it, bust up a fight and do that,
they don't call it that now, but they did then. And they would have women
and kids in their lobby all night. And they didn't like that. So they, they
knew there was a need for a shelter. To get the women and children out of
their lobby and, and some of them had other motives as well that were

good. But, but basically that was happening at the same time. I had been at
the Y for almost nine years at that point and it was itching for a challenge.
Cause I, I was bored and, but I was active in the women's movement and
when I was doing the eastern regional director stuff in my spare time and
blah, blah, blah. So, I knew of, not the, I didn't know the founders of the
shelter personally till later, but the woman who was the director at that time
used to call me up when she was having a bad day. And she knew she was
have- and I always knew she was having a bad day cause she'd call me up
and she'd start singing, the hills are alive with the sound of mus- cause it
was the only time and now of course, you know, in retrospect, terribly
racist, ethnic, terrible, politically incorrect, loving that movie because of the
Nazis and all that stuff. Anyway, so she, she'd sing that song to feel better
so she'd call up.
So I knew that it was difficult work. And what happened was, she,
the original founders had left because they were founders, not runners of
things. And they hired this woman who was a hospital administrator and
bad, bad fix. She was an MSW. And whenever there was a crisis and they
didn't have enough staff, she would do the work herself, which then left
them, nobody finding the money to have more people. So, so they, the
board was looking for a feminist administrator and, and there I was being a
good feminist administrator at the Y and who knew the, knew the, the
pieces that they were doing, although they didn't know my history, I don't
think. So I had an interview and was hired. Actually the, I think the final
was the first or second time, the final of us, anyway, at some point, Anita
St. Onge and I were on the, in the finalist of the executive director. But I
think that might've been when I came back in 1970. So this is 79. And, so I
was one year from being vested in my pension at the Y. So it was a big
decision to leave cause I left, at that time, the pension laws was so terrible.
You lost everything. If you left before you, you were, you were invested.
So, but I said, well, it's too important. So I left. And so I lost my health
pension and went to work for, I think I started at 16,000 as the director of
the shelter. Might've been 18, but that'd be the max it was there in the first
year. So anyway, so they took a chance and they knew I was a lesbian and I
was open about that. And because I didn't want to, I mean, I nearly lost my
job at the Y because of it. And I really did not want to feel unsafe if I was
gonna ditch my pension and, you know, take a leap a, I wanted to feel safe.
Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

So, I did and the staff knew about me, but the clients never did unless there
happened to be a reason why. And so I don't think, I just, the only time I
would disclose to clients is if they were about to come on the board. And I'd

say, you know, you have to, you have to know this and you have to be okay
or it's just not going to be so, so,so I felt free there. And, and, and I felt free
to try to be a feminist administrator and I, and to a large extent, I believe I
was, and it's been fun to watch the women who came to work for me there
grow up in this community and be like rock stars. It's been fun. And, and
some in other places, I mean, I'm still in contact with a couple of young
women who, well, they're not as young anymore but, who are in Alaska and
the, who ran our youth program for a while. And it's so, it's, it's just, it's
been fun to feel like you could help a young women and some young men,
you know, get their first leg up in the, I mean, like Shawn LaGrega, who
was the assistant director of Maine Pretrial Services worked for me as a
youth educator. That’s, so it was like, and you know, we worked really well
together for a long time and then he got the chance and moved on. And so I
always tried to help people either develop or, or, or move on to a place
where they want it to be more so. So I, I think I did a lot of good in that
way as well. I tell you, frankly, I was not the best employer of a trans
person at one point in my career. And I have subsequently, in person
spoken and apologized to this young man who worked for me. And it's not
that I did things, I was, I just, I was not, I didn't have a, I didn't have a gut
understanding of that issue at the time. I was, I don't know how many years
ago was 10, 15 had to have been at least that. And it was just, you know,
we were just, I mean the first trans person I ever met was Leslie Feinberg
who wrote a book about her experience and I can’t…
Johnna:

Stone Butch Blues.

Lois:

Stone Butch Blues. Yeah. And so that was the first time I started to
understand. And so it took me a while and it's not that I wasn't open to
understand, just I didn't get it, you know, for a while. So I subsequently, I
don't know, maybe five to 10 years later, maybe longer ran into this young
man again and spoke with him directly and the two of us made our peace.
And that was, not that we had a conflict, but you know, some, I think we
both felt better about each other at that point. And, well I always felt fine
about him, but, but I think he understood that I had finally got to a place
where I was more emotionally understanding of what he had gone through.
So, so that's a piece that I'm not too happy about my performance as a
director, but I was there 37 years, so, you know, you have to get cut me a
little slack. And times were changing. And so I, I mean I saw, I don't know
whether you're familiar with the, there's a woman whose name is now
escaping me, but I just bought her book last Saturday night when we were
at, or last Thursday night. My wife was doing a speaking performance as
part of this, thing this woman puts on every year called She Changes at
Longfellow Square and she brings in five women to tell their story in a way

that can lift up other women and, you know, blah, blah, blah. And she did
two nights of it. So my wife spoke on the first night and, about her life and
experience, and the second night the last speaker was a woman who, who I
had hired and who worked for me years ago at Family Crisis. So that was a
really, you know, a nice hug and a nice, you know, and a nice reconnection
with her. Although I'd been paying attention to what she'd done over the
years cause she's been active in the community. But it's just those, those
kinds of things are, I guess they would feed me. You know, I, I was talking
to somebody a couple of weeks ago who had just gotten a letter from
somebody who was thanking them for what they had done for them in their
life or career, and they were just really touched by it. And I said, well, you
know, that's true. I've had maybe five of those letters in my life and I still
have them, you know, and they important to me. And, you know, that's, it's,
it's, it's knowing that somewhere, if I live long enough, somewhere in my
next 10 or 12 years, there's another letter from me. You know, it's part of
my life motivation, I think. The other is, I, it's so extraordinary how the
world has changed for women and LGBT people in the, in the last, in my
life or even since I came out. I mean, I mean, I would, that when I came out
was what, 40, 41 years ago, a long time, you know, but things have just
flown, compared to what happened before. And it's been, of recently, it's
been a little better not feeling frustrated that, occasionally frustrated at least,
that at least on the women's movement side, there was not an appreciation,
not for me, but for the movement as a whole. And the distance that we
came to get to the place where you now can say, well, gee, I don't, I don't
know if they did anything much. I mean, you could always do blah, blah,
blah. Well, you couldn't always do blah, blah, blah. And so I'm fighting this
year again in the state government for the state equal rights amendment,
which we still don't have. And two years ago we passed it and, cause the
governor doesn't have any role in it, so he couldn't veto it anyway, but we
couldn't get a two-thirds majority to send it out to referendum. So I'm
hoping this year we might manage it, but I need seven Republicans in the
House and three in the Senate and it's going to be a stretch. But you know,
it's, when, when's the best time to do that? As fast as we can. I mean it's the
hundredth anniversary of suffrage in 2020, for God's sakes, really, get over
it. So, but we'll see if we make it, but that’s, it's a, it's the second bill up this
year. I don't know that will come up second, but it's the second bill number
of the year cause I submitted it so early. But I think the things that are
coming up this year on LGBT stuff, I'm not totally clear what's coming up.
Conversion therapy coming up again. And I'm just trying to get people to
see Boy Erased. Have you seen it yet?
Johnna:

I did see it.

Lois:

It's an extraordinary movie. And I thought Nicole Kidman did a great job as
being, she reminded me in at the family crisis, we used to have teen
programs and we did a, we did a sort of play, realistic play kind of thing
and then questions and interaction with the audience. And so we, when we
did it in middle schools, I played the clueless mom. Used to say to the
daugh- who said to the daughter, he's such a nice boy. I mean, he plays
baseball. He is, you know, Blah Blah Blah. Anyway, but that's the role
Nicole had in that movie and, but she, I thought she did a great job, but, so
that's coming up and it's gonna pass this year and it's not going to get
vetoed because this governor is not going to veto it. So we're gonna make it
through. So I put into cosponsor that while back, I just heard this morning
they're going to let me have a bill into provide for, to pay for abortions for,
women who are not, who are covered by, or who are eligible for legal
abortions. But Medicare won't pay for it cause the feds have blocked the
money, that state money would be used to pay for abortions for poor
women. So we'll see what happens. But it's, we won the abortion fights last
time by one vote, the whole session. So, it's interesting. So I'm trying to
think of other…

Johnna:

Well I can ask questions-

Lois:

Yeah, go ahead. Yes, sorry.

Johnna:

I mean, I'm happy to just listen but I also have some things to prompt you if
you want.

Lois:

No, go ahead.

Johnna:

Can you tell me about your work on the Maine Women's lobby?

Lois:

Yes. Oh, that was fun. Well, if, I don't know how many of us there were
maybe 15 or 14. The delegates that went to the National Women's
Conference, that bill had pushed through the congress then. So it was in
Houston in 1977 I believe. And we, so I was on the delegation. Although
interestingly enough, the delegations were elected at state conferences and I
was not at the state conference because I was chairing the regional
conference for NOW in Vermont that weekend. So, but I got elected in
abstentia so I went to Houston, which is actually where my ex Kate and I
first connected cause she was a delegate as well. But anyway, I'd be, when
we came home we were trying to figure out what, what we should do as a
result. And there was a huge fight at the, at the convention over lesbian
rights, whether it should be in the plank of the, of the plan of action for the
country. And ultimately a huge breakthrough happened and all that, not
Bella, Betty Friedan got up and spoke on behalf of the resolution and, but

now had been pushing and pushing to get our people at the conference. I
would say about, I've seen the figures and I might have this wrong, but I
think somewhere in the neighborhood of 40% of the delegates at the
convention were NOW members. I mean, we had been pushing all over the
country to get people elected. So, anyway the, so the plank went through,
so that was a, a useful PR thing. But of course didn't help on the federal
level, but the, when we got back from Houston, and I think the conference
was in November and you know, several things happened pretty quickly. A
woman named Merle Nelson was in the legislature and she was a delegate
or an alternate, I can't remember which. And she came back and started the
displaced homemakers project, which ultimately morphed into other
employment training things for women. I forget what the new name of it is
now. It's changed twice since that time. But, and then I had been aware of
am organization called the National Women's Lobby, and been a member
and I was, you know, paid attention to it over the years. And so somewhere
in the back of my main, my mind was this, you know, we could do this.
And I knew from lobbying in the legislature myself, you know, off and on
that all of the lobbyists there were men except one. Blue Cross, I think had
a, had one woman lobbyist. That was it. And, so I, I don't know why we
called the meeting happened, but three of us sitting on Janet Mills’ living
on floor in 1st of May, I think of '78, started talking about whether or not
we could do such a thing in Maine as have a Women's Lobby, so that
women would have a voice in the legislature. And I had been involved on
domestic violence funding issues for a while at that point. And remember
sitting up at one o'clock in the morning with Vendean in the hall. I guess
that was subsequent to the founding, but anyway, or maybe not. Yeah, it
must've been subsequent if there was another year, never mind. Erase that I
got the, the sequential wrong. But anyway, so we were in the floor of, of
Janet's apartment. And then three weeks later, or two weeks later, we get
five of us in the, her living room. And, we decided this is not such a crazy
idea. And so the five of us decide we're going to start a Maine Women's
Lobby and we're going to charge three bucks a year for dues and, so
everybody can join it. It's still not very high. But it was a dream and we
made it work. The only struggles we had and we, and they weren't big
struggles, but there was discussions about whether or not it was sensible or
wise for a new women's lobby to come out strong in favor of gay rights. So
there was internal discussions on the board and, the, I was on the board, I
can't remember who else I remember some of them, but anyway, so we
decided to support it. So, so, and has ever has ever since or did ever since
until the passage and then marriage and everything else. So, but it was
really, it, it's one of the things I'm the proudest of, I guess is that I was, you
know, and you know, I hesitate to claim it was my idea cause it was sort of
a collaborative, you know, think, so I don't know whether it was me or

somebody else or just the three of us sitting there together going, hmm,
what could we do? You know, I have no idea. But when I do know was that
it happened and that has made a big difference I think for women in Maine.
So I'm very proud of that. And also the work I did with NOW over the
years and the, and the, the stuff from the Campaign Fund. I mean, I was the
person who suggested at a board meeting at the Human Rights Campaign
that we had to start focusing on AIDS because our friends and neighbors
were dying. And, and that was the first move to do that at the campaign
fund. And we did start a huge effort to get federal money for AIDS. And, so
my service on that board, which lasted I think totally maybe about seven or
eight years, was, was really worth of doing. And between the, the role of
getting AIDS funding started in the Congress and National Coming Out
Day, you know, that is some big shit, you know, that's really, you know,
and I don't often think about it until somebody asks me a question and then
I, oh yeah. But, so, you know, I always, I think in part because I didn't have
children and never intended to, and ultimately couldn't have I think, but I, I
don't know that, you know, well at some point I did. I had hysterectomy in
'83, but, you know, it's like, I think it's for me, you know, some people, and
I think this is a wrong way to live, but some people have kids so that, you
know, they can leave a legacy. Well, you know, I think it's important to
leave a legacy, but I don't think it has to be children. You know, I mean,
and I think it will be, well, frankly, now that I'm in the legislature and they
keep everything, I mean, there's no way I'm going to disappear from the
planet for a really long time, you know, It's like my, I had a dear friend who
died at 97 about, oh, 10, 15 years ago now. And, she, you know, she used to
say to me, you know, we're, we're here on earth as long as somebody
remembers us. And, and I, you know, I remember her. We played
backgammon every two weeks and she whipped me. When she died, she
still had ill gotten gains, which she willed to me, this jar of money that
she'd won from me playing back gammon. But, you know, she was a great
woman, friend of May, or not friend, she didn't like May Sarton, but
acquaintance of May Sarton's, and, the, we used to talk about that kind of
stuff too, but she was, she did not, she, I, she never called herself a lesbian,
but she clearly was, in my view, but, and she thought it was a little much
that I said the word occasionally and really why did I have to go there? You
know, I mean, but she was 97, you know, when she died. And so she was
the first woman in Massachusetts to play polo on the, I mean in the, intercollegiate team, she played polo and, well not intercollegiate but
recreational league until they threw her out. Cause she was too good. She
beat the guys all the time. She was Phys-Ed teacher, you know, back when
women couldn’t dribble the ball. And so we had a basketball bond too,
cause I played basketball for 10 years, believe it or not, in my short stature.
But yeah, so it’s, there’s a lot of things that, a lot of ways you can leave a

legacy. And I do think it's important to do that. And my hope was not to
leave it soon. As I said, the women in my family live long lives and I'm
hoping to be one of them. I keep myself healthy enough.
Johnna:

Do you think, while we're on this topic, that there is enough resources for
older LGBT people in Maine?

Lois:

Absolutely not. And although I'm, I'm pleased with what SAGE has been
doing, but you know, it's a private piece and the cost, the, all of the stuff for
all elder people in Maine is going to have to get ramped up. I mean, cause
we get a lot of us, but, but I think LGBT people who are elders like myself,
I mean, I don't, I mean I have the privilege of having been out for so long
and so public that it's not an issue for me. But there are still people all over
the state who are just quietly living their lives and not telling anybody
except maybe their partner if they are lucky enough to have one. So I think
there's a lot of isolation, which is one of the things I'm glad SAGE has been
working to do is to build some kinds of networks, but it's also hard because
you can't transport up here and there's no public transportation except in
Portland. And, and even then if you're elderly getting on and it's not the
easiest thing in the universe. So it's, I think it's, it's important that that
happened and there's not, there really aren't enough resources.

Johnna:

Can you think of any community resources that you might like to be
implemented?

Lois:

Well, I, you know, there's like, there's a big huge housing bond that's been,
that was passed by the voters like two years ago, but the governor would
never implement, implement it, but it's now getting going to get
implemented. And I hope that there'll be some consideration of a housing,
making housing gay friendly. And I don't know that they could segregate it.
I mean, you could do that privately, but I don't think with government
money you could do it. But you could try to find a way to make sure that
the people that run these facilities and build these facilities do it. And
thinking about all kinds of people. Cause we're going to have a, a lot of
elderly refugee people at some point here. But although they're, I think less
likely to come into congregate housing if they don't have to, just because
their communities are stronger than, than ours in some way. Ours being
white people. But, but we'll see. So I think the housing is an issue. I think
we have to pay attention to prescription drug stuff, which we're trying to do
in the legislature, but it's a struggle. But the prescription drug prices are
ridiculous. And my wife just had a one shot in her knee, $960 for the one
shot and we're not even sure it's working yet. She may have to go get her
knee replaced. So it's, yeah. So drug prices, housing. I think just the, the I'm
in a neighborhood email crew. That's talking a little bit about trying to help

people. For instance, I'm lucky I can afford to have somebody plow my
driveways. Sort of, I mean not sort of plow them, sort of afford, but, but my
front walk, who the hell is going to shovel that - nobody. So, you know, I
sometimes break away enough snow so that I could open the door, but you
know, they were trying to, they're trying to find people who would do that
for elderly neighbors, you know, I mean, I could find somebody to do it and
pay him to do it, but some people can't. And of course this neighborhood is
really strange because it's, I mean, people think you're all rich that live out
here. I paid $14,000 for this house.
Johnna:

Right, you've been here a long time.

Lois:

Been here a long time. 47 years, 48 years now. So, so I think this, the whole
stay at home initiative, hospice care, I mean in home care and then
ultimately hospice are important. But, but we're going to be very short of
people to doing home care. So better support families of whatever ilk they
are for the moment. Yeah. So I mean I guess I'm lucky cause I married
somebody who has kids and so we have five grandkids now.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

But, in so much that is, I think her daughters would make sure that she was
okay. So even if she, even if I were gone, but, and she's 11 years younger
than me, so although Marge, my friend, the, my backgammon friend, she
always said, cultivate young friends, they'll see you through. That was one
of her, one of her mottos. So, and I think it's true. So. All right, next
question now.

Johnna:

Alright, how - well you live in south Portland. Do you think South Portland
is a LGBT friendly community?

Lois:

Pretty much, I think. Yeah. After the Portland Ordinance passed, the
employment ordinance, employment, housing and whatever public
accommodations ordinance passed, the next year, I was involved with the
group that pushed the same ordinance through in South Portland and wasn't
a big deal. I think by and large, I think it's the same as the rest of the world.
There's some people who aren't there yet. There's a lot of people who really
just don't care. And frankly, that's really what we wanted originally, just not
to care. You know, we can care for each other. But I mean, just like, you
know, I don't care whether my neighbor, you know, likes it, that I'm a
lesbian. I mean they happen to be very friendly, but, you know, I think
they're, they're more interested in the fact that I went to Brandeis, you
know, cause they're, that's a Jewish family. But, but other than that, I think
it's fine. Now I can only speak from my experience in South Portland, and I

don't know if there are pockets of South Portland where it's a problem, but I
don't, I haven't heard of any. Oh, I dunno.
Johnna:

And we talked about this a little bit, but you've been in Maine for a long
time. Can you name some like specific changes that you've seen in attitudes
towards LGBT people?

Lois:

I think that, I think people don't react in the same kinds of ways they used
to. For instance, if I am walking down the, on the beach and I meet
somebody who I know, but my wife doesn't know, I'll say hi, have you met
my friend? And I do this all the time in the, in public meetings, I'll say, did
I ever introduce you to my wife, Lyn? You know, and, people don't, oh, hi,
nice to meet you. You know, but they just treat our relationship when they
can see it, as, as, as what it is. I think the marriage referendum made way
more of a difference than I ever thought it would. I really think it has totally
normalized relationships. And GLBT people who don't get married really
are just in the same spot as straight people who don't get married, you
know, Oh, maybe someday you will, you know? And, so I think the, the
marriage thing has done, as I said, way more than I thought it ever would to
normalize attitudes. And, and I'm grateful for that. I don't think that people
discriminate in employment as openly as they used to. I'm sure it still
happens, but not, but I don't know. I don't know the circumstances. I know
there's less complaints around that than a lot of other discriminatory
practices. That people with disabilities get more discrimination than LGBT
people in employment these days. So I don't know about that. I think, I
never, I don't feel any, I haven't seen any discrimination around public
accommodations, you know, I think the discrimination piece has died
down, but I think the public attitudes stuff is where I've seen the huge
changes in people, you know, and just, it's just normalized. You know,
you’re just one of the crowd. Now, Is that true for trans people? Not so
much, I don't think.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

I mean, I think, but I think for gay men and lesbians, it's pretty normalized.
But, and I have friends who, who would tell you that bisexuals are not
normalized, but I'm not convinced of that, totally. But I think they're, I
don't, I can't speak for that community, but the, but the trans community, I
think we have some work to do. And you know, considering how long it
took me to get there, I think, you know, once when I, we were talking back,
way back in the day about parents adjusting to the kids, the people who
were working at parents and frie- PFLAG, Parents and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays, who I think has a new name now. But anyway, the, they said,
you know, you expect, how long did it take you to figure out you were, a

lesbian? Took me 33 years. And how long did it take you to adjust to that?
Well, I did that really quick. You know, I'm gay. Fine. So, and now how
long have your parents had now to adjust? Since they've known? Oh, about
three-and-a-half hours. You know, can we expect our parents to adjust
quicker than we even did to the news and, you know, took my parents quite
a while. They weren't mean and awful and didn't throw me out of the house,
but they still, you know, were not comfortable for a long time. In part
because of the issue, in part because they're older and they don't change
their attitudes so quick. But of course I'm probably not perfect to that either
stuff. So anyway, that's the, that's the most I can think about.
Johnna:

Great. And I know you talked about some of the bills that you're trying to
work on right now. Can you think of anything else that you have coming up
that might be -

Lois:

Relevant?

Johnna:

Interesting to note or relevant.

Lois:

Yeah, well, what I've got in this year is the, so far is the, well, there's
another one. I have the equal rights amendment filed. I have a domestic
violence bill filed. I have a medicaid funding of abortions filed. I have this
banning of electroshock therapy for juveniles and the elderly and pregnant
women. Who knew you had to ban that. Anyway, so, and I've got, I've got a
couple of bills relating to prostitution. One of which would be, is connected
really more to human trafficking than prostitution, which is the, to provide
for civil forfeiture for human trafficking purveyors as well as drug
traffickers are already, you can civil, you can seize their assets, but why
shouldn't you be able to do that for human traffickers? So that's a separate
bill. The other one I want to change all the statutes in name that refer to
prostitutes and change the wording to prostituted persons, which probably
would help gay men, but I was, I didn't do it for that reason. I did it
because, it puts the agency in the wrong place to call people prostitutes.
They're prostituted persons who are, you know, either are prostituted
essentially by the people that hired them or who pimp them. And ought not
to be looked at in that kind of way. I also put in a section to try to vacate the
convictions of people who've already been convicted for prostitution.
Because frankly, no matter what you do next, it's totally ruined your life.
You have that on the, on the, on the record. You know, women try to keep
custody of the kids, those kinds of things.

Johnna:

Right.

Lois:

So the, I'm trying to remember the other, I have like 10 or 11. I just asked
the lead co-sponsors of a couple of bills if I could be on them today. The
death with dignity bill coming in as a, that I asked to be on. There's one on
drug pricing that I asked to be on one on the updating the blueberry
commission. So what you don't know is my, I have a nickname from my
past, past. I had a period in my life when they called me blue Bette, because
I ate so many blueberries, I love blueberries. And so I wrote the lead
sponsor of this bill up in Washington county and I said, Bob, you gotta let
me on this bill. I signed it, you know, my name AKA Blue Bette. Let me
just look at one place just so I don't forget something that I think is crucial.
And then, excuse me, standing up is not my strong suit. I'm fine once I get
up the actual standing as well. Question of the hour is where did I write it
down? Okay. Have to rely on my brain. Always a...oh, I know. Sorry. I
actually have it all written out. That's why it confused me. I was too
organized. Okay. Just as I said, I was in the process of trying to get
organized and I saw the list this morning, so it's not like it can be too far.
I'm trying to work on, I’m trying to work on a big concept around how we
make it easier for people when they immigrate here from wherever that
they can transfer the skills they have more easily into jobs here. God, that's
where the list is anyway. The, because now, you know, we have people
who are doctors from another country who cannot doctor here. We have
people who are electricians who can't electrician here, you know, so to try
to speed up the transition process so people can transfer their skills and also
perhaps some initiatives to try to make it easier for people to learn English.
So that's the, that's the big concept piece that I haven't, I don't know
whether I want to make it in because it's, it's a big thing to try and get
everybody to wrap their arms around.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

So, but I think that, there was some other strange thing that somebody
asked me to do that, oh, I know I filed the bill to take the sales tax off of
feminine hygiene products.

Johnna:

Oh, awesome.

Lois:

Cause really, it's, it's as much a necessity as food cause for God's sake, so
anyways, so I did that yesterday or the day before. And if there's something
else, I can't remember what it is, right this minute. But I had 10 or 11, so,
which is way too many to manage. So.

Johnna:

It's a lot.

Lois:

Since I don't know whether you're aware of what we have for staff in the
legislation, but, 12 or, I think last time, it's going to be more this time. 14
legislators share one aide. So, so, the reason my office looks like this, Of
course this is Christmas, you're sitting in and stuff, but the, you know, just,
you gotta keep track of your own stuff.

Johnna:

Yeah.

Lois:

So I mean there's a lot of help if you know what you- to ask for, but you
gotta know what to ask for and that takes a little doing and you know,
you've got to manage all your emails and all that stuff, too so and last year
when we had a big, huge hoopla going on about female genital mutilation,
because I was one of the lead voices to say, we're not passing this bill,
cause it's not happening here and we don't have a problem and we're not
gonna make a big splash about it as if the refugee community is doing that
every, every darn Sunday. And it’s, I mean, cause it was an anti immigrant
bill basically. And so I started getting hate emails like you wouldn't believe.
And they were awful, just awful hideous ones. I thought two or three, I
couldn't read them. I asked my wife if she'd screen them for me, she read
one, couldn't make it. So my aide spent a fair amount of time blocking
those emails from me, so I didn't have to see them. Cause they weren't
even, I mean, it's not like they were from my district. I never heard one
peep from my district. But, or even in state much, but they were from all
over the place and yeah. So anyway, so I'm not, I'm, I'm very interested in
trying to work out some movement on the issue of no cash bail. So we're
trying to do criminal justice reform, so that's gonna take some doing. But I
think we can get started this year. I'm trying to get some no cash bills on
nonviolent crimes. Cause it's crazy. It costs us a hundred bucks a day to
keep somebody in the county jail and for urinating in public that's really a
stupid thing to do. Although I'm not sure that's still a crime. I think it might
be, but they don't arrest people for it very much. There's a lot of discretion
in the criminal justice system that most people who don't work in it don't
understand, that gets in the way of people who get caught up in it. Yeah.

Johnna:

Well, we're coming up on 90 minutes, it went by so fast. Can you think of
anything that I forgot to bring up or anything else that you want to talk
about?

Lois:

I don't think so. Except that I, I really, I mean, I feel like I've had, you
know, three movements that I've really worked in, in my life, you know.
The LGBT movement, one, but I've also, but primary to that and inclusive
of it in the beginning at least was the feminist movement, which is really
where I put my life. But I've also been really, I mean, I'm a marine biologist
by education. I worked for 37 years as a, in the heading of a social work

agency, but that's not who I am. I mean I guess I am in my heart, but I
mean, my training was all in marine biology. And so I look at the world a
little different. Sometimes, I’m definitely a scientist and I think that has
helped me in every aspect of my life cause I understand totally that, you
know, you start, you try something, it doesn't work, you change it a little,
you move it. So I think like a scientist and that's been helpful. But so I think
my overall, my overall life story is as an activist. You know, I started out
organizing a graduate student union at Boston University when I was there,
and then I moved to Maine and I was, I was an activist in search of a
movement. And so I hit it up zero population growth in Maine for a year.
And then I found the feminist movement. So it was really a matter of just to
grow until I got to the right spot. And then Wilma [Scott Heide] just like at
UMPG just really opened my eyes and my career and the feminist
movement began. And then on the, and the, and my, my stuff in the LGBT
movement started within the women's movement, which makes it painful
for me sometimes when the, NOW and the women's movement in general
get trashed sometimes for not being big on lesbian rights. While my
experience was quite the opposite. And maybe in the big cities there were
problems, but they weren't here. It's sort of also the fact that the LGBT
movement in Maine has always been quite integrated. Men and women,
you know, not every single moment, but particularly in the beginning years,
we all knew we were in the same, you know, lobster pot and the heat was
turning up, you know, but, so we, you know, we stayed together and we
worked together and I had never felt that tension in the political end of the
LGBT movement. Social probably would be not so much. So I think that's
sort of the overview piece really.
Johnna:

Do you feel like there's a lack of knowledge among younger people of
LGBT history in Maine?

Lois:

I think so, yeah. And I wish the one more opportunities to, to talk about
with people who might want to know about, you know, cause you fear, you
always fear your history will be lost. And, although I think the Sampson
Center has done a really amazing job of preserving that history, but that
doesn't mean it gets promulgated. Although we periodically have done, I'm
on the subcommittee board thing of that, for the LGBT collection at the
library. But it's, but you still, it's, it's like no funding to speak of. We, we
lasted for a couple, three years on somebody's, making the collection, the
beneficiary of their estate when they died, you know, but, but mostly just
no money to speak of and even to handle the collections that we get. And
there are extraordinary collections have come in. But I laughed the day that
they took the bulk of my collections from here in a truck. They, here were
55 linear feet of files, and Susie was laughing, she said that's more files

than Ken Curtis’ has in the library. Okay, great. But I was a saver, you
know what can I say? Yeah.
Johnna:

That's awesome, we need that stuff.

Lois:

Yeah, yeah. So I said, you know, still nobody's got my journals. I don't
know what I'm going to do with them. I get it. I mean, I really, I guess my
secret wish is that somebody will write a biography of me someday. That's
probably my secret wish that I never have voiced until right this second.
But it's been in my head for awhile. It's part of why I saved them, I think.
That and because every now and again something comes up and I said,
when did that happen? And I can get the approximate date and then I'll,
cause they're all in chronological order so I can go find it. Was that true?
Did I really, did that matter to me? You know, so, it's been fun. So, you
know, I'm just, I enjoy life and I hope I keep going for a while, while
longer.

Johnna:

Awesome.

Lois:

Which probably depends entirely on my body, but I don't abuse it as much
as I used to when I was an athlete. Can you believe it? I mean, 10 years of
basketball. Oh, God. Taught swimming for 30 years probably, and, yeah 15
to 30, well maybe 20 years. Wow. And, but yeah, I've had a good life and
I'm not done yet.

Johnna:

That seems like a perfect place for me to stop.

Lois:

Yeah.

Johnna:

I'll turn it off then.

